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SUBJECT: TURKISH PRESS ON CAGLAYANGIL-BITSIOS TALKS, NATO MINISTERIAL 
MEETING 

1 . DECEMBER 11-13 TURKISH PRESS REACTED IN GENERALLY FAVORABLE 
WAY TO THE BITSIOS-CAGLAYANGIL TALKS AT BRUSSELS. THE COMMUNIQUE 
ISSUED BY THE TWO MINISTERS, ANNOUNCING THAT THE NEXT MEETING 

ON THE CONTINENTAL SHELF ISSUE WOULD BE HELD TOWARD THE END OF 
JANUARY 1977 AND THAT TALKS ON THE AEGEAN AIR SPACE ISSUE WOULD 
BE RESUMED IN THE VERY NEAR FUTURE, WAS WIDELY REPORTED. 

2. IN FINAL NEWS STORIES ON THE NAC MEETING, 

SEVERAL PAPERS NOTED THAT "ISLOATION" OF GREECE HAD OCCURRED AT 
THAT MEETING. THE PRESTIGIOUS JOURNALIST METIN TOKER IN 
DECEMBER 12 HURRIYET STATED THAT TURKEY'S ONLY SUCCESS AT THE 
NAC WAS THAT "EVERYONE SAW THAT IT IS GREECE WHO IS SHIRKING 
NEGOTIATIONS, AND UNLESS CARTER PUTS AN END TO THE GREEKS' DREAMS 
BY HAVING THE DEFENSE COOPERATION AGREEMENT RATIFIED, NO 
AGREEMENT CAN BE REACHED BETWEEN TURKEY AND GREECE." 

3. AN IMPORTANT THEME IN PRESS COMMENTARY WAS THE QUESTION OF 
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THE U.S. INAUGURAL. IN A DECEMBER 13 MILLIYET EDITORIAL ABDI 
IPEKCI BERATED ATHENS FOR "WAITING FOR CARTER" AS WELL AS THE 
DEMIREL GOVERNMENT FOR WAITING FOR TURKISH ELECTIONS. ACCORDING 
TO IPEKCI, BOTH SIDES SHOULD GIVE UP "ACTING THE PROVOCATIVE HEROES 
AND SENSIBLY COME TO TERMS." SAME DAY CONSERVATIVE TERCUMAN 
TOOK A DIFFERENT TACK AND CONCLUDED THAT THE VARIOUS GREEK-TURKISH 
PROBLEMS CANNOT BE SOLVED WITH PRESSURE FROM OUTSIDE COUNTRIES, 

REGARDLESS OF FORD'S GOING OR CARTER'S COMING, THE LIFTING OR 
NOT OF THE EMBARGO, NOR THE DEGREE OF PRESSURE FROM THE 
GREEK LOBBY. THE EDITORIAL OPTIMISTICALLY CONCLUDED THAT THE 
GREEKS COULD EVENTUALLY NEGOTIATE SERIOUSLY. 
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